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NOTICE OF PROPOSED CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 
Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas v. DACM, Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange  

Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2018-01023401-CU-BT-CXC 
 

DATE OF NOTICE:  February 24, 2025 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
The purpose of this notice is to inform you of the settlement of this class action lawsuit that 

was filed against defendant DACM Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange (“DACM, Inc.” or “Del 
Amo”) in the Orange County Superior Court.  The case is entitled Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas v. 
DACM, Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange, Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2018-
01023401-CU-BT-CXC. You are receiving this Notice because you are a member of the “Class.” Mr. 
Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas is acting as the class representative. 
  
 The parties have agreed to settle this class action lawsuit, which involves 3,235 class members.  
This notice is being sent to you because you have a right to know about the proposed settlement, and 
about your legal rights and options, before the Court decides whether to finally approve the settlement.  
If the Court approves the settlement, you will be entitled to recover your share of the settlement 
benefit.  Your legal rights are affected whether you act or don’t act. 
 

It is estimated that you will receive $[__]. This amount is subject to change depending 
on various circumstances, including whether any class members opt to not be a part of this 
settlement. You do not need to do anything to receive this money, which would be issued if the 
Court approves the settlement and any appeals are resolved.  
  
 Please read this notice carefully.  Your rights and options, and the deadlines to exercise them, 
are more fully explained in this notice.  The Court still has to decide whether to approve the settlement.  
The benefits of the settlement, including monetary relief for class members, will occur after the Court 
approves the settlement and any appeals are resolved.  Please be patient. 

 

SUMMARY OF YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS SETTLEMENT: 

Opt Out of 
the Class 
Action 

You may exclude yourself from this class 
action lawsuit and from this settlement (“opt 
out”).  If you opt out, you will not remain as a 
member of the Class and you will not 
participate in the settlement. 

To opt out, you must send a written 
request to the Settlement 
Administrator no later than 60 days 
from the date of this notice.  If you 
opt out, the information you must 

What Is the Purpose of this Notice? 

THIS NOTICE IS BEING PROVIDED TO: 
All California consumers who purchased motor vehicles from DACM, Inc. for which DACM, Inc.  
arranged or assisted the consumer with financing for the purchase of the motor vehicle through a 
lender issuing a credit card and for which DACM, Inc. listed the lender issuing the credit card as 

the “LIENHOLDER OR LEGAL OWNER” on an Application for Registration of New Vehicle or 
“NEW LIENHOLDER” on an Application for Transfer by New Owner that DACM, Inc. sent to the 

California DMV from October 3, 2014 to October 31, 2023. 
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provide to the Settlement 
Administrator is described below. 

Object to the 
Settlement 

You may tell the Court about why you don’t 
like this settlement.  However, whether you 
object to the settlement or not, you will remain 
in the Class, and you will be bound by any final 
approval of the settlement and judgment 
entered by the Court. 

To object to the settlement, you can 
send a written objection to the 
Settlement Administrator no later 
than 60 days from the date of this 
notice.  You may also attend the 
Final Approval hearing and object at 
the hearing without making a written 
objection. 

Do Nothing 

If you do nothing, you will receive your share 
of the settlement proceeds and will be bound 
by any final approval of the settlement and 
judgment entered by the Court. 

 

 
What Is this Lawsuit About? 

 
 This lawsuit concerns the sale of motorcycles by Defendant DACM, Inc. using sales forms 
that Plaintiff contends do not comply with California consumer protection laws. Plaintiff Jose De 
Jesus Villa-Cardenas claims that DACM, Inc. sold motorcycles pursuant to without making all 
disclosures required under California’s Rees-Levering Automobile Sales Finance Act (Civil Code 
§2981 et seq., the “Rees-Levering Act”), a law that governs the sale of motor vehicles under 
conditional sales contracts; that DACM, Inc. failed to provide motorcycle buyers with all documents 
and financial disclosures required by the Rees-Levering Act; and that DACM, Inc. engaged in 
deceptive and unfair business because the consumers did not receive a single document with all sales 
terms. Plaintiff asserts causes of action under the California Consumers Legal Remedies Act, Civil 
Code §1750, et seq., and Business and Professions Code §17200, et seq. Plaintiff, individually and 
on behalf of the Class, seeks recovery of damages and other forms of relief. 
 
 DACM, Inc. denies Plaintiff’s allegations and contends that it made all disclosures that were 
required of it by law, and did not make any false and deceptive representations. DACM, Inc. contends 
that the Rees-Levering Act permits these third-party credit card transactions, and that DACM, Inc. has 
at all times complied with all applicable requirements of the Rees-Levering Act and California 
consumer protection laws. DACM, Inc. also contends that Plaintiff’s claims are preempted by Federal 
Law, which regulates these transactions. DACM, Inc. denies Plaintiff’s allegations, denies that any 
violations of any law occurred, and denies that Plaintiff and Class members have experienced any 
injury or are entitled to any form of relief. 
 

Who Is A Class Member? 
 
 In a class action, one or more people (in this case Plaintiff Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas) sue 
and seek relief on behalf of a larger group of people who may have similar claims.  Together, all these 
people form a Class and are called Class Members, and the Plaintiff (or Plaintiffs in some cases) acts 
as the Class Representative.  One court will resolve the issues for all Class Members.  Once the Class 
has been certified, the Class Representative may settle the claims of all class members, subject to 
approval of the settlement by the Court.  However, Class Members are given the opportunity to opt 
out of the settlement by excluding themselves from the case, or may object to the settlement, if they 
so choose.  Class Members who opt out of the settlement do not receive settlement benefits and are 
not bound by the settlement and ensuing judgment.  Regardless of whether a Class Member objects 
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or not, all participating Class Members will be bound by the Court’s final approval of the settlement 
and ensuing judgment.  
 
 The Court preliminarily certified this action as a class action for settlement purposes on 
January 23, 2025. Class certification means that Plaintiff may seek relief from DACM, Inc. on behalf 
of every Class member, and that he has authority to resolve all claims raised in the Action on behalf 
of all Class Members. The Court defined the Class as follows: 

 
(a) all California consumers who purchased motor vehicles from DACM, Inc.;  
(b) for which DACM, Inc. arranged or assisted the consumer with financing for the purchase 
of the motor vehicle through a lender issuing a credit card; 
(c) and for which DACM, Inc. listed the lender issuing the credit card as the 
“LIENHOLDER OR LEGAL OWNER” on an Application for Registration of New Vehicle 
or “NEW LIENHOLDER” on an Application for Transfer by New Owner that DACM, Inc. 
sent to the California DMV; 
(d) from October 3, 2014 to October 31, 2023.  

 
You are receiving this Notice because you are a member of this Class. 
 

Why Is There a Settlement? 
 

 The Court has not decided who is right or wrong in this lawsuit.  There has been no trial.   
Nevertheless, the parties are willing to enter into a settlement to end the lawsuit.  This way, the parties 
can avoid the cost of a trial, and the Class Members can obtain relief.  The settlement is a compromise 
and is not an admission by DACM, Inc. of any fault, wrongdoing, or liability.  The settlement must 
be approved by the Court in order for Class Members to receive the benefits described below.  If the 
settlement is not approved by the Court, the parties will go back to Court for a trial.   
 

What Are the Benefits of the Settlement? 
  
 DACM, Inc. agrees to pay to the class the total sum of $754,500 to resolve this Action in its 
entirety.  Based on DACM, Inc.’s records, there are 3,235 members of the Class.  Each Class Member 
has the opportunity to exclude him or herself (“opt-out”) from this class action or object to the 
settlement as described below.  The settlement funds will be distributed to class members by a check, 
and the amount to each Class Member will be a pro rata payment determined based on the amount of 
money the Class Member financed to purchase a motor vehicle from DACM, Inc. using a credit card 
that was arranged by DACM, Inc.  In addition, an amount not to exceed $510,000 will be requested 
by Class Counsel for attorneys’ fees, costs and expenses, subject to approval of the Court.  
 
 You do not have to do anything to receive the benefits described above.  
 

What are the Tax Consequences of the Settlement? 
 
 Any benefits you receive may or may not be the subject of state or federal taxation, depending 
on your circumstances. Counsel for the parties in this lawsuit are not tax attorneys and you are advised 
to seek separate legal advice on matters of taxation.  
 

Do I Give Up Anything As A Result of the Settlement? 
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 In exchange for the benefits described above, you give up the right to sue or be part of any 
other lawsuit against DACM, Inc. about the claims based on the facts alleged in this lawsuit.  In 
addition, you will be bound by all orders of the Court and any judgment in this case.   
 
 The settlement agreement includes a “Release of Claims” pursuant to which you would be 
releasing any and all claims, liens, demands, actions, and causes of action of any nature that you have, 
had or may have against DACM, Inc., its parent entities, and their respective past, present and future 
affiliates, officers, directors, shareholders, employees, agents, contractors, representatives, 
subsidiaries, related entities, vehicle manufacturers, predecessors and successors in interests, agents, 
employees, insurers, reinsurers, attorneys, owners, predecessors, successors and assigns, that were or 
reasonably could have been asserted in the Action based on the facts alleged in the Operative 
Complaint. 
 

Can I Exclude Myself from the Class, and How Do I Do That? 
 
 You may exclude yourself from the Class (“opt out”) by mailing the “Opt Out Form” 
attached to this Notice as Attachment A to the following address: 

DACM Settlement 
c/o RG/2 Claims Administration LLC 

P.O. Box 59479 
Philadelphia, PA 19102‐9479 

 
 Please sign and date the form, and include your full name, address, and signature. To be valid, 
your request for exclusion must be postmarked no later than 60 days from the date of this 
notice.     
 
 If you exclude yourself from the Class, you will not receive any further communications about 
this lawsuit.  You will not be bound by any final judgment that is entered in this case.  This means 
you will retain any right you currently possess to file your own case about any of the issues in this 
lawsuit and may hire a separate attorney to do so. You will not be eligible to object to the settlement, 
and you will not share in any monetary relief awarded to the Class.   
 
 If you wish to remain in the Class but disagree with the settlement, you may object.  The 
process for doing that is described below. If you wish to remain in the Class and participate in the 
settlement, you do not need to do anything. 
 

Can I Object to the Settlement, and How Do I Do That? 
 

If you are a Class Member, you may object to the settlement if you disagree with any part of 
it.  To object to the settlement, you may either attend the Final Approval hearing or send a written 
objection using the attached Notice of Objection form to RG/2 Claims Administration LLC, by First 
Class Mail at the following address:  

DACM Settlement 
c/o RG/2 Claims Administration LLC 

P.O. Box 59479 
Philadelphia, PA 19102‐9479 
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 Your written objection must be postmarked no later than 60 days from the date of this 
notice. Be sure to include all of the following information in your written objection: (1) The name of 
the lawsuit, Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas v. DACM, Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange, 
Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2018-01023401-CU-BT-CXC;  (2) Your full name, 
current address and telephone number; and (3) your signature and the date of your signature.  If you 
object, you are not required to attend the Final Approval Hearing, but you may do so if you choose. 
 

What Happens If I Do Nothing? 
 
 If you do nothing at all, and the settlement is approved by the Court, you will automatically 
receive your share of the settlement benefits.  You will also be bound by the Release of Claims and 
final Judgment of the Court, described above. 
 

Do I Have a Lawyer in this Lawsuit? 
 
 The Court has approved of the law firm of Kemnitzer, Barron & Krieg, LLP as counsel on 
behalf of the Class.  These lawyers are referred to as Class Counsel.  You do not have to pay Class 
Counsel anything for their services in connection with this case.  Instead, under the Parties’ 
settlement agreement, Class Counsel will request that it be paid in an amount not to exceed 
$510,000 to compensate them for their attorney’s fees and expenses.  The exact amount that Class 
Counsel will be paid will be determined by the Court at the Final Approval Hearing described 
below.  The payment of attorneys’ fees and costs will not diminish your benefits under the 
settlement.  If you wish to hire your own separate attorney, you have the right to do so at your own 
expense. 
 

When Will the Court Decide Whether to Approve the Settlement? 
 
 The Court will hold a Final Approval Hearing to decide whether to approve of the proposed 
settlement.  The Final Approval Hearing is currently scheduled on June 26, 2025 at 2:00 p.m. (subject 
to change by the Court without further notice), at the Orange County Superior Court, 751 W. Santa 
Ana Blvd., Santa Ana, CA 92701, in Dept. CX104 the Hon. Melissa McCormick, Judge presiding.  
At this hearing, the Court will determine whether the proposed settlement is fair, reasonable and 
adequate.  The Court will also decide the amount of attorneys’ fees to be paid to Class Counsel, in an 
amount not to exceed $510,000, and the amount of any service award to the Class Representative, not 
to exceed $3,500.  These amounts would be paid separately by DACM, Inc. and not from the fund to 
be paid to members of the Class. 
 
 This settlement will not take effect unless the Court approves it at the Final Approval Hearing.  
If the Court does not approve the settlement, Class Members will not receive the benefits described 
in this notice, and the rights of the parties will be determined at trial.  It will be as if no settlement had 
been reached. 
 

How Do I Get More Information? 
 
 This notice is only a summary of the proposed settlement.  You may call the Settlement 
Administrator directly for updates regarding the Court hearing dates.  If you have additional questions 
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concerning this lawsuit or the settlement, you may contact Class Counsel listed below. You may also 
visit the following website for further information about this case, including reviewing the operative 
complaint, the settlement agreement and any amendments, this notice and included forms, the orders 
granting preliminary and final approval, and the judgment.   
 
 You may obtain additional information about this case from the Orange County Superior 
Court’s official website:  https://www.occourts.org/online-services/case-access/.  You will need to 
refer to the Civil “Case Summary” page and enter the case number (30-2018-01023401-CU-BT-
CXC) to access this information.  You may also view images of every document filed in the case free 
of charge by using one of the computer terminal kiosks available at each court location that has a 
facility for civil filings.   
  

Please do not contact the Judge. 
 
Class Administrator: 
RG/2 Claims Administration LLC  
P.O. Box 59479  
Philadelphia, PA 19102-9479 
Toll Free Number: 1-866-742-4955 
Email: info@rg2claims.com 
Facsimile: (215) 827-5551 

Class Counsel: 
KEMNITZER, BARRON & KRIEG, LLP 
Adam McNeile 
Kristin Kemnitzer 
1120 Mar West St., Suite C-2 
Tiburon, CA 94920 
Telephone: (800) 520-4525 
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REQUEST FOR EXCLUSION FROM CLASS (“OPT-OUT”) FORM 
 

Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas v. DACM, Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange  
Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2018-01023401-CU-BT-CXC 

 
IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO BE PART OF THE CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT, YOU MUST 

COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO RG/2 CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION LLC, P.O. 
BOX 59479, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102‐9479 BY NO LATER THAN APRIL 24, 2025. 

 
By signing and returning this form, I confirm that I do not want to be included in the Settlement of 
the class action lawsuit referenced above. 
 
I understand that by opting out, I am giving up my right to receive any payments under the 
settlement. 
 
By opting out, I understand that I retain the right to file my own individual lawsuit against DACM, 
Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange. 
 
By providing the following information, I affirm that I want to opt-out of this class: 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name    Middle Initial    Last Name 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Current Mailing Address  City   State   Zip 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number Work/Other Phone Number 
 
________________________________________________________________________________
(Sign Here)        (Date) 
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NOTICE OF OBJECTION TO CLASS ACTION SETTLEMENT 

 
Jose De Jesus Villa-Cardenas v. DACM, Inc. dba Del Amo Motorsports of Orange  

Orange County Superior Court, Case No. 30-2018-01023401-CU-BT-CXC 
 
IF YOU WISH TO MAKE A WRITTEN OBJECTION TO THE SETTLEMENT DESCRIBED IN 
THE ACCOMPANYING NOTICE, PLEASE COMPLETE THIS FORM AND RETURN IT TO 

RG/2 CLAIMS ADMINISTRATION LLC, P.O. BOX 59479, PHILADELPHIA, PA 19102‐9479 
NO LATER THAN APRIL 24, 2025. 

 
IN ORDER TO OBJECT, YOU MUST NOT HAVE SUBMITTED A REQUEST FOR 

EXCLUSION FORM. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
First Name    Middle Initial    Last Name 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Current Mailing Address  City   State   Zip 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
Phone Number Work/Other Phone Number 
 
________________________________________________________________________________
(Sign Here)        (Date) 
 
 
DESCRIBE THE BASIS OF YOUR OBJECTION IN THE SPACE PROVIDED BELOW. YOU 
MAY ENCLOSE ADDITIONAL PAGES. 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
________________________________________________________________________________ 
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